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ynastic marriages, or matrimonial alliances, were the backbone of
royal and elite society, and they were a core element of diplomatic
relations during this politically turbulent period. While the
political significance of these matches has been widely examined,
this collection aims to investigate both the cultural significance and “the
human dimension of dynastic marriage” (2). The collection encompasses a
wide view of “dynastic”, taking in not only royal, but also aristocratic
women—who often played a vital role at court as the favourites of kings and
queens—such as Maria Mancini, and the Countess of Harrach. Refreshingly,
this collection has a section that considers grooms as well as brides, including
two chapters that examine male consorts—such as Philip “the Fair” of
Flanders, and his grandson Philip II of Spain—and the challenges they faced
as the foreign spouses of regnant queens. While the scope is generous in
terms of gender and rank, it is perhaps somewhat limited geographically,
focusing firmly on Western Europe, primarily in Hapsburg lands, France, and
Italy. While this gives the volume excellent coherence, studies that touched on
Northern and Eastern Europe would have offered a welcome comparison.
The introduction by Joan-Lluís Palos gives a strong foundation by
outlining the key aims and arguments of the collection. However, it is so
thorough in outlining the content of the collection that it nearly makes
reading the chapters themselves superfluous. The first chapter, by the second
editor Magdalena Sanchez, demonstrates the difficulty that the Infanta
Catalina of Austria faced when she first arrived at her husband’s Savoyard
court. Sanchez’ analysis of the correspondence of Catalina’s mayordomo
Cristobal de Briceño reveals the tensions at court between those in the
Infanta’s entourage, who sought to impose the rigid protocols of the Spanish
Hapsburg court, and the more relaxed, French-influenced style of Savoy.
While Briceño was horrified by the Infanta’s disregard of etiquette at times,
eventually, it appears that the Spanish protocols were successfully implanted
in Savoy, with some adaptations. The next chapter looks at the transfer of
another Hapsburg princess, María Teresa of Spain. Mark de Vitis’ study notes
that while there was criticism of María Teresa and her ladies for clinging to
Spanish customs and dress, the queen’s notably Hapsburg presence was also a
reminder of her role as a physical guarantor of peace between the two great
European rivals. He argues that her portraits by the Beaubruns not only
underlined her role as a Spanish peace offering, but also placed her firmly
within the Bourbon ranks, bridging the gap between her natal heritage and
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marital position. The final chapter in this section, by María de los Ángeles
Pérez Samper, neatly links with the preceding two studies, bringing France,
Spain, and Italy together in an examination of the life of Elisabeth Farnese—
an Italian princess who married the first Bourbon king of Spain. This study
demonstrates how Elisabeth created a fusion of all three cultures in the
Spanish court, bringing not only Italian artists and musicians from her
homeland, but also embracing Spanish art and (reluctantly perhaps) French
courtly influence via her Bourbon husband and French daughter-in-law.
The second section of the book flips the gendered focus to men.
Indeed, Bethany Aram, in her chapter on Philip of Flanders, begins by noting
that princes could be dislocated by marriage in the same way that princesses
were. Aram’s chapter gives an excellent overview of the difficulties faced by
Philip “the Fair”, highlighting the strain and competition between his Flemish
courtiers and their Iberian counterparts during the couple’s 1502 visit to
Castile, and when they returned to confirm Juana’s accession in 1506. The
next chapter by Anna Santamaría López is the perfect follow on, moving
from Philip I of Castile to his grandson and namesake, Philip II—who also
faced a challenging period as a king consort during his marriage to Mary I of
England. While this is a welcome topic that does develop the theme of male
dislocation in dynastic marriage, this chapter is somewhat problematic as it
ignores Wyatt’s Rebellion, and recent work on Philip as king consort (such as
Harry Kelsey’s 2012 monograph on the subject). The study does, however,
provide an Iberian counterbalance perhaps to previous studies of Philip’s
period in England. The final chapter in this section, by Mafalda Soares da
Cunha, offers a contrast to the paired studies of consort kings to look more
closely at the issue of dynastic loyalty and national identity. This study traces
the development of a transnational dynasty of courtiers in the courts of
Portugal and Castile during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries: the end
of the period of Iberian Unity in 1640 forced members of this family to
choose between loyalty to Philip IV of Spain, and returning to their ancestral
lands in Portugal.
The third section returns the focus to women and their “contribution
to a cosmopolitan nobility”. It opens with a chapter from Palos on Eleonora
de Toledo, Duchess of Florence and wife of Cosimo I de Medici. Palos notes
the intense suspicion of Eleonora by the Florentines as a foreigner and a
Spaniard, representing their necessary but perhaps unpalatable alliance with
Charles V and the Hapsburgs. While Eleonora made attempts to connect with
her new homeland by patronizing Italian artists, her Spanish heritage and
retinue made her unpopular with many of her subjects—and Palos argues this
negative impression of her has lingered in the historiography of the period. In
the following chapter, Leticia de Frutos studies the mobile life of Maria
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Mancini, whose travels across Europe gave her experience of courts in France
and Spain, as well as the great cities of Italy, and a cosmopolitan knowledge of
fashions. While her knowledge of and ability to acquire beauty products and
trinkets from her contacts abroad gave her some entrée as a “cultural
mediator”, her travels and foreign ways also marked her as an outsider: in
France she was seen as an Italian, while in Italy and Spain she was viewed as a
lady “alla francese”. The next study on the Countess of Harrach by Laura
Oliván Santaliestra has a similar theme of a woman who travelled between the
great Hapsburg courts of Madrid and Vienna, bringing appreciated knowledge
of foreign customs and fashions. Harrach, once the “valida”—or favourite—
of the regent Mariana of Austria, brought knowledge of exotic scents, foods,
and fashions from a Spanish recipe book on her return to Vienna, which
aided her social advancements, and introduced new practices to the Viennese
court.
The volume rounds off with a concluding piece from Bartolomé Yun
Castilla, which asks provocatively “Why should we care?” about dynastic
marriages and cultural transfer. This chapter helpfully pulls the threads of the
various chapters together, and links them to wider trends in the
historiography, such as the rise of transnational and diplomatic history, and
greater emphasis on the study of gender, culture, and correspondence, all of
which have enabled the research in this collection. Yun Castilla makes the
salient observation that it is as important to look at opposition to foreign
influence and practices as it is to examine the successful implantation of new
fashions and ideas by these “cultural mediators”, both male and female.
Overall, this collection does an excellent job of bringing together a
strong and diverse selection of case studies and figures, both royal and elite
and from both sexes, who demonstrate the challenges and rewards of dynastic
marriages across national boundaries. Taken together, they demonstrate that
while there may be xenophobic suspicions of a foreign spouse or courtier and
the unfamiliar customs and fashions that they bring, ultimately their presence
can develop not only diplomatic ties, but also fresh ideas and practices that
can have a transformative power in their marital courts.
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